Testing for antibody to human immunodeficiency virus type 1 in a population in which mycobacterial diseases are endemic.
During a large epidemiologic study in the Karonga District of northern Malawi, serum samples from 139 patients with incident leprosy, 124 with newly diagnosed leprosy, 277 patients with incident tuberculosis, and 2296 controls were tested for antibodies to human immunodeficiency virus. Sera were tested according to a four-test protocol using two ELISAs and two particle agglutination assays. Overall, 188 samples were considered positive, 2634 were considered negative, and 14 were indeterminate. All 18 available positive specimens from leprosy patients, a random sample of 14 positive specimens from tuberculosis patients, and 15 positive specimens from controls were tested by Western blot. There was no evidence of substantial numbers of ELISA false-positives in any patient group or among controls.